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Mng Students' Voices ..o

both of o0 ened lscruare, writing, sl
Dhomiatn et o B Clnarioen, ey wane
sepplementary 10 the core of the
corriculumn, which s bascd o the
sohood s sooge sl seguence chams,. We
wamod o oabind 3 cumcalam hased
ma chldoon and o enslerslmdings
st armang W wonderod, hosmrser,
whether & wan posaiile 0 crosie »
curicwlam @ owhich sodonts sctively
engaged o meaninglul learning
CAPETERCes a0 ongoing foatarr of
e clasroom, tafer Sun = cocavonsd
e periene.

We dd nor wam the cumcslem 0
hooome past 2 st of “meat™ sctvibies. and
o we soarchod for & framewark wilen
which we condd ovale cammculom with
chakien. The Authoring Cycle (erome
Haevie. Katty Shont, & Carclyn Barke,
1958 hocare e fawwort for o
More srpoctandly, e sealirod thet
onder 0 deterrmane what wondd hapyen
i e Lo, we coudd o longey
refer b0 the wope and soguonce cham.
Ost of doperstam, we depan onely
obwersing chbkisvs m ey megaged 0
clavroom xcoveies ad spont hown
g pether sbuow the e rospueaes and
e wmpde staoms for what Donbd happen
peLL

Wil the wonts s owr Currouler
dormants, we moved B “doung”
cumcalem o scflockng on that “hoang “
Earticr m our ieacheng Casoers, we sowkd
Rave argend that wy weve %0 by
ochung o s, bt noe we sesliood
we sooded fo el i onder 0 ek
Thoomgh canr owers wiwem wnnd sl oen
oo their leamng, we wore ablie 1o oovate
- coviroernent charsosriaad by chosce
ol mAne ongaperiends w waneng el
carranyg

We e, however, that somcthng wa
VI e As we Saaonnd w0 chebden
Lk aboes O rough &raf i Authon
Circies 30d crplione intorprctationn
Loerswe Circies, we moalond that we
had endcrestimated ther ahlity %
reficct on they van kearmang. We had
oaned B reflecton wis what we

A o wxton, 0 evabeor and plan,
bt sot what chuldren &d. By s
Cnoowraging and tresting JAibiren’s
sfioctons om e loarming, Bowever,
we hept them dcpendest ot s 1o
denermane Wit was 0 he vadeod

W we uly wanted cumcsium o be 3
vollduoeive process m whah chibiern
Wk corrd of Bew own loamang. fwn
wr reeded maee Ban chowe el xme
rogagemsenis. Chiklren were muling
doecivons abost thedr sotons, et wony
O hadad Som reflecine dovwan o ng
ot B mesrings of thowe sctoms. e
Bkt vosces o docomme punt of the
curriculem,. se necdald W encowrage
wfocnon a4 will s xten

... we try to make
reflection a natural,

daily part of the
curriculum,

11 oy for beamang 0 ocowe loarmers
SO0 b0 pums B own acanen Whea
Harne Guentions a3 cycle of mguey »
pot o moton e whech learnens foem
80 o Iy pochicscs and 1hen a1 on T
oo w obworve whae hugpeme. fole
Dicwey arpucs. however, Bt s actom
oo enongh. The by seodh tiawe
refloc and ook hack over whae e
coournd. o ceganeae weas for fulure o
Aa T poos whes e cowdens for ieflocten
bt reflocton n the G ing foece bobund
xton, Ohlien scod muyy Cessive
engagements with reading, wTiling.
talking, Maeaing, drawiag, and
cuperimenting so ey huve wencibing
om whch 3 reflect. This action noodh o
he hulsocod with reflecton w $xy cao
pull logether imporiam meatags
from thel espenesces, whnh wil, s
em, lead them 0 sew guestions

and cogagerrents.

When dmdonts wc envuived o swbang
Chosors showt thew meng. et x

reflecing on P lowmeng. By ofum
ke chosos which e mox prodectve.
Deway povrts oot Bhus B sbnddy o iy
o armeng dbras wlf cwnd b devebg
Iontcad of xceng om oopulee or having
ooy detcrmne what will be feamed,
learmers meflet on e possibie
comogwrces of Sen actioes. Self-
ooetmsl cormtanes (Suowe weh refiocon
ot 20 g Srendors 10 e heo e
B0y can wieBoonuadly formsslate or
porpuncs and plams of xtan

Establishing a
Environment

Reflocton < wppont dadents m
compocting wath whu they dready boos,
Conierng  ahernative peripestives,
wiving probloan. and serenarsng and
orpamasmy Bow ovporcrees b Sulaee
w. We soarched for ways B i
wadonts 1o sefiect on Bewr leamng We
Od sot want o s refioction i
oo N o omderty pespuonmes 3w ey
powad prosmpe. Stadonts S0 nood wppon
od sescpey for mefocton, bt ot 2
work bk appeoach i whah Py e
I out eonfbess formm and chuck . We
o St ot wamt o force e W
Overfonwn on reflecion M e ¢ pome of
Mwumm
reflecting on every lesmng exponence,
learmets (hoose thase et v et
wnnlicas 2 Bem

Iovicad of formal self v alustion
By, we wy w0 make reflocton 3
natural, dasly pant of e ceeculers. We
have found Mt strstepres sh s
mrraviiing, wobbeeg, comfoenong,
suthor s corcion, lscrature cocios, mgury
poups. G docesarn, and varoes

W frogeenty pad boarmens lopethey
Sor ot owad sefoc o on o part vl

crperonces hive afforsed Dew loarmmng

omtremned om me it pape
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These dacomions ocoer when wadenty
ry ost & new certicular sirMlegy.
encounter problomm, of engage = 2
partendarty sprefa am crpenene A e
Degmning of % yexr Oww Sarng oy
00w Troguently Bheoughost the day W
that stadents refiect on and undortand
the purposes Debhnd  Chasroom
procoderes aad actvitien. As feachen,
W PP I e e 0
provade dernoonemations of oer reflective

Barhang

When stedents engage in an
eaperience s o pertney reading v
the frdt tare, we ok thom, “In wha
ways dad v wned yoser partiey decade
read” Tolk sbout what you wore dowg
a0 ronder. Whan B you nonoe st
readeyg wih swomoone che™ When
Imormtume S hes Do 1o et the Clans
comes fogoter for short 510 meseic
mfloctions = e ond of B leorassaw
e, We hopn by sling. “What O
your Sk shost aday s your growpe™ o
hat he fotun s on meaning. We then
dacu, “Mow dd your prosp mesmben
thosy problomis we aved Mo sobwe ™ Laser
i Be yeur, Dese mefiecton Seves e
held only whes nceded by grosp
oo,

Reflocuom i b a0 anguetand par of
. o Jason. 8 Send prader. caplaned,
"1 have proses a3 ehemancian by
coerang o the protdern Som beband el
dacussing what i needed. wiy ity
noodod soxd how W'y el

When perticularly  sgmaficam
caperences oooer, & st ieflecton on
why the cagenence wan powerful
can help both wachens and stedents
wsderstand e implications of Ot
operknce When we fird meoved s and
wang shaderd-grocrsied exgury Cyules
rathor than Soachor-dwocwd snits with
shadere, we were sirwch by how cagerly
and docply stadents eagaged n B
npery. Al the end of the ey cyile,
we adkiod he students, “Why wore your
WS 0N Binars meore excring v
you than the wad we dd on the ocom ™

The wdonts’ refloctonm helped them

pell togeiier B¢ condent and process of
o kaming. The mights we gaad
helped we respect thers s learmery ol
work with them = plasesng luw
ey (vl

ARer wndonts dave ongaped = &
particular Qycle of evperiences and
prosenned thowr learming 50 odhery,
reflloctom con play 3 s role o
dlowing B 10 wand Sack o tewe
epenenues. Theough reflocten, they oan
wenrurue what ey have lamed,
cgraie Ot lcarmng with pecviouns
aperenors, and oabind Guroes and
pouls Tor fetwre armmg. ATy we
pobinbod 3 famdy wory newguper o
Con e o oo bog Souu on Teralees
ad somch, we cane ooty a8
s 2o ik abwnt, “What dud you learn
o Larndecy " Whiat & you icam s
Swobetab g aond othet resew D e g s ”
Where do we want 50 g0 ot ae aclam ™

Onal refiovtorn slow vadents b Sear
wach other s and e 20acher s reasonng
wend oan D done @uac by sl ndoemadly |
o ongoang peet of Claseoom acavises
Wones sefllections shosld sl be
wcloded Becaune they eacosrage
il shaderms w0 enk Socply wnd
pport sudents who focl wcomfonatle
haring onally. Wrines reflecnon,
Sowcver, the tane and aor move formal
When ovendone, stadesns  reacs
scpatvely and wor B sfloctann =
agrenents abheh ube bw mwach tene
fram xcirve eagagoments. Some ieachen
o ogs 0 ek wp” o0 sedends
mhc sare Bey have soad hew lecrasae
owche Busks of 1 hevp edoms wnier
comeud. When thes cooan, sadonm wie
30 S e teacher s dpeeens rter
S o caplose ther own Baoking.

We found O 4 wan snpomans for
wotien refloctions w0 be given & deflante
siot e the classronmn wohodule Glora
Suas stadoris st cach duy By wrieg
reflecnon pamals w0 Sy begin w0
mals & commecton botwoes oy
experences at whood and ko Soew
feachens have dadents wrile i learteng
bogs at ®w ond of et &y 0w over
Bt dury ‘s enperiences. Kallry ad her
fewt graders ended cach day Wy

Sscwing what ey had eaned

st 8 Dert paragragh S & wockly

paoers newsdeny. Oy achon have
sndents refioct o Do onxd of & wock o
Drworkly. rathor Bam on & Sady dusis
Teachers make decivions on Ihe
froguency of wnsen mfecnon hasod on
e ot of Demse avaslabie of 30 alow
$or owe e hetwomn reflectioos.

Children’s
e
Evaluation System

As mefiestiom dovame o nutarel pan
of our chssocm Me, we vduod the wasy
0 which i Defped s o inove shsdeons,
= owell 3 sllowiny vadonts % the
oot of thew own learmsg. When we
cusmaned the formal evalastion sywers,
however, we realized that 1w
shaderes” vosces were sl noe hong hesed.
Their onal and wrinien reflections
wformod our cvahation St wore e
Beard By parents of oiher e o

Ghww evpenmenied with (hiven
wrmng a ety of self cvaduatan o wnd
B w i srpont cards. Whale e lesens
wose effoctive n lotang pascts hear thar
chukdom s vosoes, cddres had AMcely
writng broadly sbuost thew peocowses and
vl bearmers. We hogan 10 woand for
somne ofher way %0 wppon stedionds
e formal flocieen a8 Pew (Yogae
o learmens,

A Drtened W0 ovda sdon Lk shose
poefolion. we wondorod shoder thewe
porTodion ol wappun wlf ovaleaen
within the formal cvahuston proves.
Most edecatons bogie the portioho
proew by seggosting B feachers b
the dewrnd oarmeng ootcomes and den
work  wiih  stedents 10 creane
pordoleon m proside evelonor of thowe
ostcomes. Becamse we wanied (he
pordoios 10 sefiocs what wadonts s 0
hent hearteng Owi ornes Puher s o,
we dooaded w eapione & Gfferest Lind of
poctiodo thet would highlight the
chukdn s pongective The Seasnct srpon
Card and wade wadardand wan wpuoeed
on wheher wodents were meeting
Wy s mpectations fr kamiag We
wire collctmg asecdoatal meoends,

Tew ders Nevasmdiang




Cheviieans, learmng logs. and coamgpden
of Chelliren s work s evidenoe of shedent
feaming ol o0 vt wr valwed 0
fearming. We  wanied  othens
o oow wha chlfes Booght stowt
thewr learning and ket chhldren Laow
it Beir penpective was valeod
by ofhers. The cummicwlem coeld
then prow from gl of $hee pempocives,
ey thae hewg oeranted by (e Vi

The portfolion we develop proe
shaderes Bhe channe 30 sep Nk sl vk
o Bhormcives an roaders and wrsery over
e They me oollections of wark tha
refioct chabdoom as neadiors and wisters —
e efTonmn. angeunmements, pVOCesscs,
s, and scods. Gradaally $owe
poetolon have cogundad o oxchade ihe
ret of dw curikslun. While childam
reflout cvetrmeonndy through orsl darnyg
el lowmung ogs, we we B gortiolen
» 5 chuece e siep Bech aad look moee
oty wnd doepdy o hewr Jeaming. N
reflection wose et an ongoeng paet of
e cumowlen, hoacer. e pontiode
process would Be difficalt and

wpeoductve.

Thove timws & your | Ocsober, February,
anxd Muay |, stadionts spend 3 work 40 ben
days pathering, sharieg. and refloctiong
o0 e leamng drieg thewr regelve
roadag/ermng e, They sam B
procoss By focuwing on har wiitng
scrons the curmcubem hocsne By have
e et esadenn e of Dewr ety
o wrmens. They gader sopehur ol thew
work an wrtlon — B ormals, logs,
potes. monvages.  fough  dralts,
pobcmann, o They sperd tome abone
widy thour pales of Pagens, sy ww ing thew
work and pesting & foching for who they
e carrerdly an welen

The clam then moots 0 brasmiorm
what they have discevered ol
herractves as wimens Ths brssscdonmed
St aliorn tham o hear sach other s sloan
s b0 ek shost wiy they maghe wand
o select partuculer pleces. Al
Demrrarrreng. e Peldeen (faame paiiey
frow thowr piles than sefioct who they ae
o wrvens. They can choose sy prexe of
wiing Dt are odad w0 i hede severd

Fonagh Bt frovn B e T g work e

Owe they huve made Bowr Chosoes,
Dwy s e wiD o partaey ¢ plaenanyg
how B chosces refloct »he Oy 200
wriers. Froen B during, they malle
docmioms shoul whach peoues o sclony
for howr powthoinon and wrne & Wefiectaon
for ek s whch explaen winy S0y
schocsod o andd what B shoras sbout e
o owrers. They wiiie these refloctions

Student self-
evaluation portfolios
do not preclude other
kinds of portfolios

om Pl [ ety of puper arad slaple Bem
D peeves of wring

Wi ol of the prooes a0e (Bosen and
gped. the chilkison share thems wih &
panacr and pive & bvosd desorpoes of
who By arc as wrtens. The claw en
coomey btk logolier o shase ther
Sescriptions of Besmelves and 0
hamisrm qosubde powda ANT Pea clan
Sacunion, dadonts wWiile & one-papge
reficcion descrbiag Semaches o
winens and eviabinding Bew powis
P orfiesion has boem an ongowng
part of B clavevom, iy av bl o
ik dorply abwat howr hearnmng

The chaldocn then sbaft theer focin w0
rending. They hepn s Choosmg and e
readng favorng Dok and then moveng
with 3 partscr 10 docuo what they wone
enking while reading Mese bowds,
Following this sharing, the class
brassstorten on who they s o roaden
w0 e e Mictatare by romieg
B, pragocns, wobs, chuta, and amy ofhr
evidence of el reading. Bocause sctual
samples  of  sgmificant reading
operencns o s abwany v By
ofticn web favinie Micratare o, weke
b fvorae bonds, of dhrdrme part of
a lacreare presestaaon. Ther Sy peat
the s procews of chooung cusnples,

arng w iy oxhers. whooing S fww
porifolios, wrtisg asad shanng
eficciomn. dowunning = & Claos, and
WTEyg v Pagy el Tem w i poak

Omce e Chalkdren have fesabod, ey
W shone and toad Peoagh e e
portfolia. Them ey moct ia sl
Poups o ooicheate with cxch ofer
Sormnnes wakonis conderence wah
e tracher or shasy e portiole In 3
oo eldpwrrstieacher coefieronce.
ANr e eviial sl condesera e Owkives
may ke B portiolo homwe % hare
with parests. The coc-page sefloctom
e axleded W e repont cand W
ncuEage paronts to foces o thew
cheld’s penpectve, e just the schond
Pereie

A e end of B your, e choldren
wrne homers 20 Shelr parends and thewr
pel your's seacher selbng who they arc
s bearvers wnd hore ey huve (anged
and grows over the year. The leser
Decormes pert of e Vb s curmlanve
folder, whixh aays i e wcbool. The
pretfodi e ® poes Buoeme weth Bhe chabd
Prving the M ownendip over what
happern 0 B¢ portiobo and who has
e 0 i Recaese 2 portfode seflocn
# child's voice, we do st fecl
Comfortable thang 1 froes e et
Pessing o on %0 e nesd yeor s seacher
CNidres 30 wilog sy mvept e Galuwm
frown wachen 0 brng thewr portfolen
Bk 20 schwond w0 dhre.

Some edecatons e cntiiand
sudert well-cvaluation portfolion
Docawse (Mblren s chasies do
slwayy refioct e wchood or teacher
ogecives Whes achen determan
what goos w0 e portiobo, sadont
pespectives are agan desalved
Toachor may want %0 koop few owe
porshoieon @ ith ther moordh, Choc s,
ot wbecrnd peices of chubdrea 'y work
These seacher portiobos should be hepe
doogede B child’s portiolo I e
claeoom w that ieachen and dadosts
Bave access 10 both, rather thas
combining ¢ matenal isto one

Comtmund on el pape
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poetfolo. I the schood wants 2 portfolse |

possed o0 0 the senr oacher, B
portiolio can be » combanaton of acher
and wadent chowe. Stadest self
ovahanon poctiolan &0 st pres bade
other binds of portfolion. et ihew
femcraw for the vl et i ofim
konl when ooe portiobo has 10 serve ol
e bucrn en

Reflection and Learning

Through refection and well-
evalnatayy shadonts fearn 0 ek sbout
o learming. They refloct on wh day
we Marvang (cootent). how ihey we
bearveng | process s wiyy ey are bearmang
(purpone | and where ey wad o go
Al 0 o leaming (poein ). When they
e shie %0 cvalusie thew cem and (theny
avumpiioas about the wurld,
ey are able 10 2t on Bow
svwemptions  and make Bair own
moaning abosk the workd M we oypear
vdents 10 imtegrate thew leaming
Opiriences 0 8 foowed whede, we
motd B peonadie tene and opportanstes
S refloction apon une crpenonces.

We wand 1o ood, 1 we began, wilh 2
shadent’s vosce. Masdel wrone dan -
cvabuation ketier o Sor parcnts aad eachcr
o the ond of the yoar, Ax she reflects, e
Breags alive By Past CLPETKICEL W WYY
ut bring e mwaniegy 0 B perse
ol e posentials for the Tatue
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